THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
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againſt the public morals of the people of Great 
Britain if there is any character and peculiar 
n of vice which may be called national amongſt 
us ;. it is, an indiſpoſition to contribute to the 
f 2 the ſtate, a deſire to contribute leſs 


than our due proportion, and frequently a bold 


e perjured evaſion of them altogether. 


lt may be uſeful and important to examine 


— ſteps, and from what original cauſe, a 
people, without doubt endowed with a juſter un- 

derſtanding and diſtinguiſhed by greater virtues, 
both public and domeſtic, than any other nation 


in Europe, has admitted and reared this: gigantic 
immorality and how it has happened, that ſo 


. great a duty ſhould have been ſo negligentiy im- 
planted 1 upon our minds, that it ſhould 
ſeem to no motive nor ſanction now but 


from == "Fay the act and the danger of 


the informer: becauſe, if the ſources of this crime 
have ariſen only in the calamities and diviſions 
| | : | 


5 1 
of the Hate, © or even if they have been foſtered by 
pernicious principles and politics amongſt us, 


there is no inquiry and no refult, but muſt be 
flavourable to the intereſts of the public and the 
innocence of the people. 
ls it not in fact extraordinary, that a precept 
5 of our religion, a duty of common morality, and 
'theplaineſt dictate of common ſenſe, ſhould have 
come to he commonly violated amongſt us---F 
will not ſay without» ſhame and without con- 
cealment, without the twilight and trepidation 
of other frauds; but with a degree ſometimes of 
oſtentation and vunity? There is no doubt, but 
the ſeeds lie deep which have ſhot ſo rank, and 
that the poiſonous weed which overſpreads and 


.  - overpowers the beſt virtues of the nation has 


been cultivated with ee eee 
ee e 115 25 1 t 11705 


eee ee ad, "cc Gall 


: ii of injuſtire, is the parent of 'the public 


frauds v that the evaſion of duties, and the great 
temptations of the contraband, together with I 


3 Ano not hat of licence and latitude with regard 


40 truth, uhich trade is generally charged with, 
"Have combined with the natural lubricity of 
Principles once ſapped and ſhakenꝭ to precipitate 

: Dum this abyſs of perjury and deception that 
me frequency and generality of che crime have 


© 3 * 

diveſted it both of its.terrors and ies ſhame, as 

2 murderer neither bluſhes nor ne in the 
| preſence: of his accomplice. - |. 


Whether thus ſolution will 0 3 
even upon the firſt view of it, to any reflecting 


and ſerious mind, I am under very conſiderable 
heſitation to pronounce. The difficulty appears 
to be transferred. but not removed; and the 


fame queſtions would remain ſtill to be explained 
by commerce, which are unanſwered, by revenue. 
Ido not believe that e frauds of trade are aum. 


e aud public, much leſs that any one guilty 
of them profeſſas to exult and triumph in his 
guilt ;-and the inroads made hy it upon truth are 


ipecifie-contradictions:of that openneſs and in- 
ſolence which ure ſo peculiarly characteriſtics in 


the frauds of finance. I might alſo allege. the 


diſproof of any general and common charge of 


diſhoneſty and diſhonour: from which/1;think | 
the Britiſh merchant᷑ ſtands, as clear and free, as 
the prieſt, the barriſter, the Joldhar, Nn e 2 


of our liberal profeſſions. 


EB e 
iters uponpublic la 
and morals, who have certainly treated the crime 


unfairly rejected upon the wr 


ef ſmuggling with too much lenity, when they 
have reſtricted the moral guilt and its atio, 


— es oe TR 
. >  Y — 


nigh mercantile character itſelf, as a ſufficient | : 


i 


come a public maxim, even at Japan or Morocco. 


TY - | 
to bos Gbutingent payment of the penahies 8 
Adiſcovery. This plenary indulgence, I have no 
ſcruple to affirm, does not belong to their vati- 
can it will not ſtand the teſt at the bar of 


truth: it will not be abſolved by the equitable 
ehancery of reaſon and morality. There is no 
tribunal, there is no jury, there is no criterion of 


human actions, by which the infringement of the 


law is not 1% facto criminal: and the right of 
private judgment over the law can never be- 


It muſt be aſſerted cum periculo pretendemtis, and 
cannot be converted into 2 point of diſcretion, 
ifferenee, or inſurance, as theſe writers have 
— In ſpite of them, tlie ſmuggler, 50 
pays à fine of one hundred pounds to the 
ſtate; 18 a bad citizen, and a puniſhed ones 
but the merchant; who pays an entry of 
fe potmds, is uſeful to the ſtate, and an 
Sbbrbblei Citizen. Whether the chance which 
me ſtate poſſeſſes of levyiug twenty times the 
ere toit; may indemnify its coffers 


for what is actually withheld from them, I 


the economiſt of the preſent day to 
determine but I ſee, in the whole chapter 
Df penalties, no reparation nor atonement for 
the breach of its laws, and * 

as) *mErils.”: | Bus Hou" Ort 77 het MN IEEE 


— 


1 
This cenſure is perhaps to be divided with our 
N and our ſenate; where I truſt I ſhall be for- 
given, if I ſay; too little notice has been taken of 
theſe duties and of their frequent infringement. 
The church, I think, has declared no penalty 
againſt this crime; the legiſlature has not ſtamp- 
ed it with any marks of infamy: it has been left 
almoſt excluſively to the chapter of Ethics; and 


we have ſeen wwe powerfally it. ha dee Wen | 


cated: there. | | 131 


All the circumſtagees I Fi ee, 4 


doubtleſs concurred, in their ſeveral propor- 
tions, by negligence, connivance, or encourage - 
ment, to permit the enormous growth of this 
diſcreditable vice, which contraſts ſo ſingularly 
with'the general good character, good ſenſe, and 
high-mindednefs: of the nation. But there is 
certainly ſome remote and peculiar ſpring, where 
theſe waters of corruption riſe : for, though they 
flow through tainted and diſcoloured ſoils, they 
retain the und lated poiſon; and native bitterneſs 
of, their ſource. - . * 
2 ſource of che piblic bn 200 01 


Non 


| atrocious ſtigma, I-; am tempted to believe 5 


to be found in the civil wars, the diſputed ſuc- 


cefſion, the reyolution, and the rebellions which 9 


followed it. -The public crimes aroſe in the 


= 
— CS 
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: able calamities, and the principles of the na- 
tion were overwhelmed in its misfortunes. Divi- 


ſions of ſentiment, attachment, duty, and publie 


principle, very naturally introduced the right and 
its exertion too, of private judgment. When the 


republicati parliament impoſed a tax at Weſtmin- 


fer, 'and the King with zr parliament another at 


Oxford, the diſtracted ſubject evaded or obeyed 


according to the biafs of his mind: not from 


ſelfiſh or intereſted motives, but from the' dictates 
of his'cofiſtience, as he rend the conſtitution of - 
bis country. There were two Empires in theſe 
unhappy realms, there were contending armies, 
there were "Britons enicathped i each other. 


V Mit 1 6 c {+15 110% bh ib 


bur. Ii HE = maeeeeeeen pom |, RR 


15 "He, there ore, w rho wübheld bs conttiburi tion 
in thoſe unhappy times, rejected the power to 
impoſe i it. The royaliſt would. not be taxed 

Weltiugiter, nor his enemy at Oxford o or New 
Caltle. "They did not deny nor evade the lawful 


8 authority « ot the ſtate, but they recognized that. | 


en 


N au Srity in another x ace, and withheld their 8 


* Fuftly ly + as om an uſurper. Hence 


: 
+3131 


G "and hence, too, I think, the Practice of e ex- 


Nie; 


in them; for it N e Wor 
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aroſe % the Glen of public frauds u upon the reve- | 


* 


& 


> ( 79 ), b 
duty, and it was naturally.cheir boaſt to have pare. 
formed it well; it was not only an advantage to 
themſelves, but a merit with their party. The ſame 


— 


cauſes produced the ſame effects, during the pro- * 


tectorate. The ſame. regurred with the 1 
efficacy at the revolution. The lame operated. 
anew / upon the acceſſion of the Elector of 


r 


Hanover; when the ſceptre paſſed away from | 


the houſe: of Stuart, and; there remained no 
hopes of the ren. but in new ciyil wars and 


convulſions. 


i It is immaterial to * the pon Gon poliive 
epocha of the extinction of jacobitiſm in theſe 


kingdoms :.- whenever that unfortunate {ciffion 
perithed, it follows that all Juſt and legitimate 


motives... for evading: the duty of contributing 
fairly to the ſtate, muſt baye periſhed with it; 


and that, with the juſtice and lawfulneſs of the 


motive, ought to have periſhed, too, the profeſſio jon 


and boaſt of the praftice.r--It, aroſe in an ayowed 
and honeſt; (however miſtaken). diſaffection | to 
a, government, believed -uſurping and illegal. 
There Was as yet nothing baſe, nothing fraudu- 
| lent, nothing illiberal in the evaſion---the firſt 
defaulters were incapable of a crime ſo ſordid. 
The ſacrifices of ſo many unfortunate Houſes of 
Scotland, and ſo many of our own, to their im. 
n duties in * cauſe of miſguided loyalty, at are 


n 


freſh in our memory = may not fear to tay, in 4 


our pity, and our tears: and they prove tbat no 
paltry, no Convenient” doctrines, no perſonal 
intereſts, diſgraced their cauiſc. They were 
not rebels oF a helliſh ſect, united to pull 
down, and conſpi piring to deſtroy the throne, the 
altars, and the laws; they were not leagued and 
ſworn againſt the temple and the citadel, --<their 


arms were not pointed againft' the well-being and 


happineſs of their race. They bore no hoſtility to 
the claſſes of the ſtate; to the property, the rank, 
or the talents of their countrymen:---They had 
not. _abju red the religion” of their fathers ; they 
did not deſpiſe their manners, their inſtitutions, 
or their virtues :---They were not enemies of the 
ſoil that cradled them they bore no rancorous 
| hatred to to the brealts that fed them; Valiant and 
loyal! in; A miſtaken cauſe, they followed a pious 
banner to the gates of death; and they periſhed 
a brave and generous! band'of gentlemen, without 
fear a and without reproach: they fell victims to 
the rigour and neceſſity of the ſlate; and our 
glorious fathers ſhed" tears upon cheir hearſe. 


Such were once even the Britith rebels: ſo pure | 


was the blood. we let out! i bitt a 2 that 
offended us! „„ . 


1 have been PER further than We | 
ut it is often N to think even of "the 


1 55 


_ calamities of other times, or to trace the bn 


tunes or the crimes of earlier periods of our hiſtory, 
without feeling ſomething, I will not ſay like 


eſteem, but envy. . Far (ſays my lord Bolingbroke 


from poſſeſſing the virtues of our anceſtors, we! 
do not reſemble them even in our vicesd I think 
if He were an actor in our preſent ſcenes, or 
a ſpectator of our diſgraceful factions, he would 
not be contented to apply 41s character to our age 
and us. He would tell us rather, that we-poſs 
ſeſſed their virtues, to their full extent; for we 
contend and endure like them in a glorious cauſe. 

But that the peculiar character of our wickedneſs, 
(the diſcovery and perfection of this wiſe and 
fruitful age) leaves bankrupt in example, and 
a beggar in compariſon, all hiſtory, alb tradition, 
and antiquity, every age and people of mankind, 
every ſtate and view of human ſocietʒ. 
If the firſt frauds aroſe with the civil wars, 
T have ſhewn they were paul frauds; and during 
the protectorate, for the ſame reaſon, they can · 


not be conſidered as very criminal. Before theſe 


periods, I think, the very nature of our public 
revenue did not admit of this crime to any 
very great extent or generality; + The feudal 


| ſervices and tlie direct impoſitions- of earlier pe- 


riods, ſuch as head- money, hearth-· money, and 


the rude and direct ſyſtem of taxation in fifteenths, | 


K 
Ki 


xt wig 2 
8 abies; Ar. 1 5 
it. IE oy itſelf IT i; 


ſovereigus availed themſelves at times, to awaken 
the: liberality of the nation, I do not recollect | 

that anyone ever aſſigned fraud upon the revenue 
as à cauſe of its defalcation---It. derived in a 
legitimate channel from the fountain of our 


domeſtic quarrels; from a people in doubt, and 


a crown in litigation. In its origin, it was dii- 
aſſection to the power that impoſed it; it was 
hoſtility to a government, believed uſurped; and 
Perhaps a virtuous reſervation for that to which 
allegiance: was confeſſed to be due. Certainly it 
could nevet have become leſs reproachful than 
: other erimes, mit had ſome Wer and 
could Iu beck, leſs carefully. concealed than 
nobler cnuſe and object, and ſome, public and 
that tius extraordinary circumſtance could hay 

_ any other ſource. Let me be forgiven, if I pre! 

it a little upon the reflection of the public; 1thall 
preſentiy have to draw from it ſome very ſerious 


Fs ee eee eee arent 
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4 
miſtaken, willcome very near to ur feelings ad 


our conſcience. _ enen 


Did ever an one boaſt of having defrauded 
his friend, or his neighbour, or à ſtranger? 
Did ever any one econfeſs it even as à matter 
of indifference and trifling ) In our early times, 

allegiance was an ofentatiour duty; it Was 
tze point of honour and diſtinction ; it was the 


vanity, it was the Virtus of men, in its pecuar 


attribution; it was the maſter- prineiple of 


ſociety, the very key- ſtone of the ſocial arch. 


Loyalty to the ſovereign, loyalty to the 


paramount, loyalty to the lord. -The pyra- 
mid of honour aſpired from à broad and 
perfect baſe. . There could have been then, no 
publicity, no vanity in defrauding the ſuperior, 
and lit muſt have been infamous to have de- 
thoſe of Rome and Greece, the great ethical © 


writers have placed our public duties in priority; 
rank, and importance, before our private. The 
ſtate firſt,” they ſay, and then our parents and 
our children. -T o withhold our aſſiſtance from 
the ſtate; was in all ages, and under every form 


of government, reputed infamous - the glory of 
the individual was placed in the public ſervices 
he was bound to perform; the more dangerous 
they were in war, and the more oſtenſble in 
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peace, 5 dhe more, de es 
tenure. 8 eie ie ne - 
Taxes, a evi ene de "2 
their beginning, I preſume, merely commuta- 
tions for -perſonal ſervice . the higher from 

our on complicated ſtate we remount to- 
Wards the origin of ſociety, the nearer we 
arrive at the cradle of civilized communities, 


_ the more real and viſible is this form of contri- 


bution I know not of the Sheik, who exacts 
no ſervice, both in war and peace; nor of the 
horde where it is not honour and diſtinction-— 
I diſeover no tribe, here contribution is un- 
and the feather, and the rough utenſils of his 
chace-or his kitchen, contributed by his vaſſals 
to a negro! chief; and I behold a: royal cabin, 
and a loftier thatch. I diſtinguiſh the ſtate in 
_ an Arab camp, or an Indian village; and I per- 


dveive the perſon of the ſubject attached and 


exerciſed in its ſervice or its honour, or paying 
the rude and natural homage of his labour or his 
ee Eben is no natural 3 in many 

dode of the wild world . the eee 
family the practical ſyſtem of our on country | 


-  Placed;theſe: duties foremoſt and prominent in 


ag cher md as The Haan, * . 


60 1 


public frauds is unnatural as well as wicked; and __ 


maſt: have 5: ſome! nn 1 and violent 

beginning. TT HS 1 et * 
It ſeems othernit itapoſſible, — that every 
fraud and evaſion of the public contributions muſt 
have been and conſidered as an individual erime. 


and as carefully concealed or denied as it muſt 
have been reputed criminal and ſordid/Todefrayd 
the ſovereign» without infamy, it was neceſſary, 
as it has been ſhewn, to deny his title. There 


was a revolt wherever there was an" evaſion”; 
Even ſo late as the acceſſion of William 
the Third, when theſe cauſes were, perhaps, in 
their fulleſt operation, it is eaſy to ſee how bitle 
the effects had as yet contaminated the public 


mind, and that the practice remained com- 


menſurate to its principle. For, when; the gene- 


ral land tax was impoſed in 1692, it is a mat: 
ter of notoriety, and within our daily experi- 
ence, that the yaluations were returned accord - 
ing to the public prinęiples of the contributor, 


andl that the frauds committed then were not only 


ebnfined to the partizans of the abdicated king, 
but that they were in ſome meaſure;compeniated - = 
cy the devotedneſs and liberality of thoſe Who 
were attached to the revolution. If wie. 


evaded, the latter exceeded their contingent; 


. the loyalty of one party fupplied what was 


— — 


"oy ES u) 
Mitte eee e of db takes F 10 8 is 
eaſily to be concewed, that the jacobite families 
might act according to the dictates af conſei : 
* ence; in thus eluding their ſhare of the contri- 
: bution: and; believing their conduct to be juſt 
and honourable, it is eaſily to be conceived, alſo, 
chat they miglit inake no ſecret of even boaſt of 
u, amongſt thoſe of the fame principles and 
Party. But it is impoſſible to imagine that a 
— in the year 1692, could have with- 
_ Urawm itſelf from its juſt contingent to the new 


Dey eftablifiimient;” without the conſciouſneſs of 


Sui band the reproach and contempt of their 
Party, It is, therefore,; impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
Aut any perfon, attached to the ſovereign on 
me throne, und the conſtitution as ſettled by 
pattiament;" could have confeſſed, or acknow- 
_ Tedged,*or exulted; in this crime. 
The whis therefore, at the revolution, could 
vot have compared tue frauds upon the revenue, 

| Picking” in lobt; that is to Tayy; they could 
not have palliated the practice of a public 
Trine, by maxim of libertiniſm and perſidy. 
"The whizr of the revolution of 1688, could not 


une endeavoured to debauch and corrupt ne 


ai mind, and ſubſtract the reſources of the 
e country from the government, at the expenſe of 
due morals of the people. It was choir principle 


(453) 


to net che affections of che „ the 


throne, and the conſtitution they loved and 
revered; and to bind them together in indiſſo- 


date, and nearer to our own more vicious and 


eorrupted times, which invented the profligate 


doctrine of oppoſing a lauſul government, and 


intercepting the reſources of the ſtate, hy a general 
diſpenſation in foro cunſcientiæ, from contribut- 


ing to tlie public impoſitions. It Was reſerved 
for our oun degenerate age to deſtroy the ſanc- 
tions of morality altogether, and compare the 


fraud and perjury of the people to the heedleſs 
W unthinking e AM ©: . 2 


5 
| ben cupide quicquld keene 


* . a time when e n is 0 . 
-fuborn and deprave che people; chen the, gyer- 
throw of the crown and conſtitution af the empire 
is openly attempted; through the ruin gf our 
domeſtio prineiples and enjoyments; when the 
private virtues of the country are aſniled and 
mined; when our good · temper, our goodyſenſe, 
and our gratitude for bleſſings enjoyed hy none 
of mankind hut ourſelves, are ſapped and battered 
by our enemy, as the outworks. that defend our 
liberty and laws--- hen no rk is ſpared, no 


luble chains, ever by the debt they -created; and 
"the burthens they impoſed.— It was a guilt of later 


= 
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8 treaeliery unemployed, and every engine pointed 7 


uguinſt our pence our manners, and our inno- 


' cence Lt cannot be auſtere to take ſome notice 
_ of this double poiſon, which is aimed at private 
| hy 5 as well as public duty, which corrupts 
the individual, and palſies the ſtate. I confeſs, 
- for one: that I have never read, even in the Poets, 
that tricking was fair in love. That it is fair 
hs gallaritry, 1 have certainly heard and read in 
looſe” poems, and in free converſations; but 
I never heard it exeathedra from the judge, nor 
| obiter from the moraliſt, nor ſetiouſly, nor for 


8 1 iluſtration, from any man in any ſituation, who 


Was anxious for the purity or the welfare of man- 


_ — kind. If tricking is fair in gallantry, what is to 


be gathered from ſuch a tenet of ſuch a ſchool ? 
If perhdy 1s fair in abuſe and vice, does it follow 
that it is awful in law ful things? Tricking, Thave 
heard, is fair in horſe:deuling; I know not the 
; deciſion of tlie poren at Tatterſals, but the 
Courts of Weſtminſter hall have decided againſt 
this philoſophy. beating, too, has been 
thought to be fair ut play; but even the Academy 
at Newmarket has anathematized that dogma ; 
ut Fnever heard that it was fair in honour- 
able love, or fair in any juſt and honourable tranſ- 
action of human life: and I truſt that the Britiſh 
character, in ſpite of artifice and ſeductions of 


4 


| wan kind, "will continue to excel that of ae” | 
nations in every relation of fidelity and truth. | 


1 truſt we may, remain diſtinguiſhed : among men 
for private worth as well as public virtue ; and 


reſiſt, as we do their arms and their treaſons, 5 


every. plot of our enemies againft o our d domeſtic | 


happineſs, and purity. . {4 


* 1 


Tricking, therefore, f is not fair in ur public | 


duties; and it is not fair either to palliate or 


excuſe that crime, nor to encourage it by the ex- 


ample of another. I truſt the excellent Proy 1 


bil good-ſenſe of the people o of this country w 


115.4 


7 with me,. leave it to . reflection, | £ . 


I :ommend it to their heart. 
8 evaſion of our duties, in in this particular, 


think, L have ſhewn to be neither a natural 


principle in the heart of man, nor any part of our 
original ,carly, or national character I have even _ 


7. 
4 
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 yentured\ to aſſign its diſtinct origin and cahſe . | 


Wich the ceſſation, of that cauſe it might have 
ceaſed, had it not become in every ſenſe, effect, 
and \tendency,. the great engine of oppoſition; 
and been nurſed in the ſpirit of ſecret hoſtility to 
miniſters, as it N in N hoſtility to he 
Crowns... SIS EILL bs 403 £5K 5 

1" Jt;istmptancholy, to.confider,, in all times, che 
n bee, of 25 . of, party the violent - 
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viſt ee 5 "the. loß | tris it his e 
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bk e be Eigtafd, EN 5 forge 
| natural conſequence” of our! public debt, and 
the enormous ſums whith/it became annually 
| 2785 to raiſe for the tis tüidation f the 
on the bo Woite ende of *5pps fition 
Cine 10 pe ditected agaitift tlie def ay 
| 45 Alas e e Rave be f quenthy 
"oppoſed and eenfliredby our" inintfiries; they | 
| 17 Te Bb alle frequently hich ala nat 
by chem upon miniſters. püt, in "the article 
ol taxation, their nöfbilty b hits been e 
To excite! the diſcontetits of tlie people it was 
natiiral to Texaggerate”their”burthens! and dif 
treſſes: bit, to cripple the! hand « eee 
it Was neceſſary t to iriteretpt their 
Let us recolleßt the fnuſtice and abſurdmy of | 
the otzections made to ſ0 many of Hur eſt taxes 
upon their introductiofi, parti ieulatly the excite, 
- which ſubſequent experience” has pfbved to be 
the lighteſt and cheapeft iti in Collection; and 
Which, for thole ard many othier reaſons; With the 
4 general approbation of the country, now com- | 
 _ fo age heads formerly under WUiffercnt 
nt: That mode! of taxation” oft the 
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3 in particular, b 


place. 1 might igſtarice the cyder-tax, bellies 
Others, which no. | 1 mini er has. het er 
enough to carry ; " though it is 18 impoflible to 
oppole_ it upon any one bree «7 juſtice; 
 fairnels, and equality; 0 lon LB as we have 
malt and foo taxes, "and pes upon kills and 
1 Theis inſtaticks are ſufficient” to thew 
e ſpirit and and tendency "which" our” public 
„e impreſſed upap the See | — 
JFF 
e "inequality o f the: land tax, hich” was, 
. a Juſt” Rec of complaint, more par- 
e as "they who were. the ti6f' 1 


; 2 thoſe 2 hom the leaſt favour could have 
been intend perhap ps laid anew! ound for the 


* 


palliation of" e {thoug ch the Pri jeiple of 


raud was che laſt thing thou ght of )z and the 
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— : manceuvres e of oppolition, 2 880 I ging the dif. 
10 content at taxes 3 in enetal, ud a pretty 
general diſp potitign to elude them, whic they Juſ- 

205 ag in} . lee” according to th ir tenets, 
| y this ine Juality « of the land fax. The exciſe, 


Ii, « | 
being re vreſented a: as incom ible 


4 with liberty, A great r 1 228 of hs ofition | 
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0 e 22 gour and reprefſion,” and I know 
not What of. — favour for a deſcription of 
| diſtin ngwſhed by. their courage 3 and addreſs, 
1 contributed..in, no 1 {ſmall degree to precipitate 
- the public morals into that abyſs of profligacy, 
_ which nothing but direct and. ſyſtematic malice 
could. bays TR originally, or defend at 
er n it, there ge _ „ FOO 
culiarly fortuyate i in itſelf, and more beneficial | 
> the, morals of the people. than to the 1 1 
of the revenue, that we have been able, by wile 
5 and, Provident : m e to cut off 10 many of 
the meal the e Fontraband-rthe Com: 
mutatio ch ; Hovering act. the waer 
| conſolidation 455 duties 


= the 9 ultom-houſes, » 7 
and regulation, appear to me entitled to . 
= | tion, for their moral tendency as well . 
a | improvement. The redemption. of 
* ynequz land. tax, and the practical equality . 
of 55 Income Bill, appear to me as favour- 

Fa: the reſtoration of public principle, as as 
of our necel ties, and. the repletion s 
+ ty And t e time, I am in hopes, 55 
E . When it b will be as infamous in the 
e Briih public, to. defraud the ate | 
| "which * and. ys us, as it would lar 


3 

be to pick the pocket of a” guardian" or 4 
parent. EO SW Hans! $4202 Wee NF 

It is to aid the ſalutary 4 of theſe 
Suse and to Withftand and oppoſe every 
endeavour to corrupt or to palliate Our corrup- 
tions, that 1 fliall take the berty of propolirig 
à few queſtions for the ſolution of thoſe Perſons 
O may yet think it far 10 fret ine 
If they can Shiver” then to their o of ff 
tion, they will have nothing to ſettie, But 
with the cotttiniffibhers under the income act, 
and che opfion of Meir neighbours: I 'they 
cannbr, there will be à little account witli ther 
bn Conſciehct, whith"I take no doubt they 
will haſten ta eloſe : 
_ "ep the'preſeut 4 lawfu goverment," and! are 
we bound to bey aid Haintain) it: Caf it be 
maintained without public mr 919% 

If we withhold" our due proportion? 0 We 
not both defraud the government, and fuch of 
our fellow-citizetis as are more juſt and Honeſt 
than ourſelves?” iP l Held ne ee ee 
"Muſt not tlie Ueficiency of one "tax be made 
uß by the produce of another? ?: 
Do we, therefore, make profit of the whole © 
fu we-withhiold,'6r only of a ſmall patt of it? 

18 it, therefore, ſo much for our advantage 
on if we _ detection and our” ine) | 


© 


Commit this fraud, fnce we muſt. contribute to 


* 


another tax to ſupply the deficiency we occaſion 
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Ak xe out duty, and. allegiance to che govern 

went, and are, bound to maintain it, and to pay 
dhe taxes four religion commands it; ifrealon, 
common. Pele, and, the experiencs;gf.. all, the 


world, convince us, of the neceſſity and the right 
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ed e think it;no,cxime.toaygid Gr eh r 
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wow the levity with, whieh: this crime 
17 Des the evity W. II. W. err! 3 #4 5.4 i 
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ii innocence; or from maleyolence..and deſign 
© againſka,goyernment, to which we owe duty and 
+ pert? OO all, 
Dich it oxiginate.jo” ary, juſt, og formal exam! | 
. - nationz-did:it follow: any-precegent, awry a 
©” decree, bas it been deelaged grins and vente 
b ag competent authority, or ANY Kate, church, 
++. . councy,jor.even. political aſfembif s «1 | | 
Did it pot. originate.i avowed, dilafieion to 
the ſovereign on the throne, and to the eſtabliſh- 
went in church and ſtate? Has it anz root Put 
5 * country 30 22g 47 Sg e314 ot” 725 ol 
Nilas it been. W atered by any ſhowers, but the 
dem of;bypocrites ; or farmed by.any, breath, but 


ghar of faction and malevolence?, oy 5 
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mppy⸗ if the ole be [cheated and the other 
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„ 
Are thoſe perforis $66 ſubjects of the ſtats; ot 


the people's friends, ho defend the? public 


n and encourage che people's immorality; 
Can dhe ſtate be proſperous, or che people 


Can the eſſential quality of crimes: be dim 
— or be changed by any mae or 
mode of conſidering ten =! tnuirrgis 
en eee 
1s falſehoood one? ws, 2397 ws | 
Diaet DA petjury ? THY 10 A 
Carr we lay this unction to our beach et r 
are ready to defraud the government, to ich 
we owe every thing, and incapable of defrauding 
the cuſtomer, or the neighbour; or the ſtranger, 
to whom we owe nothing? ing u ae 
Would we, or could we repoſe confidence, or 
givecreditt9unyone;,whom we'khewor ſuſpected 
to have defrauded another 
Is chere any material difference, if this other is 
this King or the public? G3: 16% ML Cp uin 
Is it not ate ariieracit moſt indumbent 
duty, to abquit our debt tothe ſtate, before eren 
thut torun indwidual Ir il! kn 
at If our duty to our obuntry ix ranked, in morals 5 
even d that to our | eat nne | 
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to our country, more ſacred chan what ve owe | 
dan ache editor d: ain 2's ge Nach 9117 
eee the. moment 

wee are born. does not our debt increaſe with the 
protection we receive in our helpleſs ſtate, with 
our childhood, and our education? Does the 
ſtate guard our life, even in our mother s womb 3 
does it feed our infancy; does it appoint our 
guardians, preſerve, our inheritance, cover us 
een. eee 
in retun ? % bi 3235 | 

Is it not our own: nm * mine bo 
we not falſe to one e when ve defraud 
-QUF; EQMIROEN parent Bus 2141115 9 6 307 
+ Ganjour private, opinion 4 men-or-meaſures, 


8 — . alter Our public duties to, the ſtate ? fiene ot 2 


Cas ſusceſs, or failure, or wiſdom, or error, in 
theamaſures of the government, alter this duty 
; in the ſubject? * 6 1811164 iS hte 11190 rl by © 
: 71 nee e ee ene With 
it, induce any right to withhold, nee 
tions, and defraud one another? Orr: 2 | 
Mas it notsfefedt mths king's: title, not di- 
"= e e of his miniſterg ori his meaſures, 
| eee ENRON in 
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50 ae thay therefore; who aſſert the right 
and innocence of defrauding the revenue, imply, | 
and virtually confeſs,” heir diſaffection to = 
conſtitution; and their deſire of change? 
Can any one, conſiſtently even with Ss ; 
| ſenſe, ( to leave conſcience out of the -queſtion) 
_ refuſe ſupport-to the conſtitution,” if he acknows 
ledges and loves it? if he acknowledges it to be 
lawful,” and * i” for the” benefits he derives 
fron ff UH Vu ctrl Duk ettoirgm tri 
Is it not rh and practicalty diſloyalty; 
to refuſe or evade our confingent ? Does it not 
flavour 0 p does in not oonſpite with the 
| traitor? ity HY: Tas ? SFTY IT: 3 10 Shy 41H, 
If we have no motive; in Ldifaſſ cion and hoſ- 
tility to the government, for refuſing our contri- 
bution, how can we diſtinguiſh _ en "any 
/ er oO i Bl of 9k 
What right, then, can we poſſeſs, to think of it 
with levity, if we will not treat euecy fraud With 
levity Wand; Can the manner of our treating it 
alter the nature of one erime more than df 
other? 1 e a 5 ce INT 
VVV 
| = faba, with ſome "ER Ses theſe 
important queſtions to the good ſenſe and ho: 
neſty of the Britiſh character. Ichave never 


known the POPE. to Pe but in. Proportion : 


8 LEY 


| 0 . 
aac neglected or:miſled.---Candorr 
| their peculiar quality; and a ſyſtem of duplicity, 
evaſion, aud fraud, is fo unnatural to them, ſo 
ſition of Dae is ſo vile a Clay, ſo 
Impoſſible to mix and aſſimilate with their fter- 
mind will eafily ſeparate and caſt it off for ever · 

informations and informers, upon which ſo much 
deſerved,” and fo much undleſerved odium, are ſo 

ſedulouſiy caſt by that very deſcription, of per- 
bons, wWheſe own crimes and artifices are the 
chief cauſe of them, and their only vindication. 

But there is à very important diſtinqtion be- 

tween inſormers, which muſt. occur ſo naturally 
to the publie mind, that I ſhould. be aſhamed to 
ſet it down, if _ NT mk 
conſideration, 

_ Thune gan — doubt. but that the man, 
Uſe or for the morals. and happineſs, of the 
_ people, levies a treacherons livelihood upon. the 
1 or the neee is 
2 neee bis exiſtence; and no 
— pallts: l or e, 
ene 61 405 
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Aut the mercenary ſpy, then, let the 8 


for penalties, let the gut iam attorney, remain en- 


feoffed in infamy for ever---I am ſure 1 will 


never ſhake nor diſpute their title. But there is 


5 an informer of a pure and honourable name, 
and entitled- Sache —_ eee a his 
country. 2 


Such an one is He, os diſcoverbglons! foal 


o treaſons, or crimes of auy ſort; who de- 
nounces the thief, the murderer, or the rebel. 


Such are; by their very office, many. ofthe faſtuad} - | 


moſt important perſons in the realm; uch it 


is our individual duty to become, as often as we 


fall upon the knowledge of crimes; and it is a 


high danger of the law, and a miſdemeanor or 


miſpriſion of the offence itſelf, to conceal it. 


the advancement of public good, I muſt include 


reſpe&.---It is the ſordid and ſelſiſti motive, not 


an uſeful, a neceflary, or a pious act, upon which 
the infamy of information can light or fettle. 
However obvious and level to the plaineſt un- 


Cit; this clear diſtinction may be, it has 


appeared to me not improper to mark it ſtrongly, 


in order to do away the bad and falſs impreſ- 


ſions, and to remove the maſs of ob 
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this urgent 
But the more immediate and particular occaſion 


(* ) 


5 to deter every man of quick ſenſibility and hondur 
; from giving, evidence, or information, of public 


crimes, or acquitting himſelf in any ſhape of 
nt and honourable duty to his country. 


of my inforcing it at this time, is becauſe it has 
been ſuggeſted to me that many ſtreets, pariſhes, 
diſtricts, and other diviſions, are inclined to aſſo- 
ciate, for the expreis purpoſe of preventing or diſ- 
covering frauds upon the Income; bill; of aſſiſt- 
22 local information the ſurveyors; and of 
denbuncing- notorious: defaulters. to the ns 
. ae el 
« Such a meaſure, as it PLAY to me, is not 
only likely to be beneficial to the country, and 
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ddemandled of us by juſtice towards ourſelves and 
our families 3.— for, as it is clear that we who pay, 


pay for thoſe who defraud, what reaſon can there 


de aſſigned why we ſhould not detect a a fraud, g 


which falls-upon-our-own-purſe? 00 4 
Ho does fuch a ſpecies. of p20 RY 


from thoſe local aſſociations, which have been 
formed with ſo much credit to themſelves, and 
ſo much benefit to the public, for the diſcoverx 5 
and, proſegution.of fvindlers, ſhoplifters, dc. 
. An eur griginal conſtitution, it is well known, 
5 _— . 


.- wp * 
10 hitherto ſacred, even to the Jacobins:thent- . 


ſelves) divided the country into decennaries; or 


ſocieties of ten neighbouring, families: theſe 
were reciprocally anſwerable, even for e crimes 
of ench other. Could one of theſe families have 
incurred any ſpecies of infamy from denouncing 
his guilty neighbour? If the law of felfspreſer- 
vation combined with: thoſe of the ſtate to di- 


tate it, is it not clear that ſuch was his thery and 


his right ? IG C i Je R 2 1 ft 
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pe Fey or inviſible; we muſt perceive, that, in 
matters of taxation, we are ſtill anſwerable for 
the faults of our neighbour; and that, in point of 
fact, we are called upon to ſupply his deficiencies: 


Can there be any more of infamy, then in com- 
pelling him to do his duty at this time, than there 


> eee e Wann 
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- to pay his quota of the Income-tax, but that he is 
paying a part of his contribution for thoſe gen- 


tlemen, who laſt year rode from their parks and 


their caſtles into the capital of their county, to 


{wear in the face, or in defiance rather, of Gd 

and man, that they were not in poſſeſſion of fixty 

pounds of annual revenue? Does any one doubt, 
that a part of his preſent tenth is paid for thoſe, 


Does any one doubt, wit] iS now called upon 
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3 impudlently and ſo fraudulently evaded 
the triple aſſeſſment ?---Does-any one think, he 
could have foreſeen ſo much iniquity, and a 


= penal clauſe had been inſerted into that act, or 


the ſame proviſions for diſcloſure, as in the pre- | 
- FJentbill;-+-docsanyone think, I ſay, that he would 
he been diſnonoured in inforcing that law? 
2 wud confeſs, 1. cannot; perceive the leaſt juſtice in 
this artful prejudice againſt informers, for public 
good, or for ſelf· defence. And I am in hopes, 
that, as the motive is ſo pure, and: the object fo 
dental. the practice will become general by the 
diffußon of theſe ſocieties; or that gentlemen 
wall: univerſally enter into engagements to 
diſoloſe frauds upon this tar in particular,.--It 
Condes ſo near to the comforts of liſe, that it is 
difficult to ſay ho far, after having faithfully 
paid it now for ourſelves, we may be able, next 
_ _ year, to pay again, for thoſe ho may evade it. 
elbe generality and publicity of ſuch an 
engagement too, would, I imagine, effectualhy 
overpower all the clamour and prejudice, that 
the arts of diſafrction will nat fail to raiſe, againſt 
à meaſure likely to be attended wa 


| . 


- Already we hear it ſaid, that ee HG 
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"to extort revenue' for minifters,” It is by phraſes 
of fuch malignant duplicity,® that our minds are 


to be led from our duty, from our intereſts, and 


there any occaſion to extort revenue? from 


the fraudulent and the perjured---but why not 


compel them to contribute along with the vir- 
tuous and honeſt ? What ſpecies of extortion is it 
to compel thoſe to pay their juſt proportion), for 


whom we muſt pay, if they withhold it? We | 
ſhall' hear next of extorting our rents, and our 


_ mortgages, and the intereſts upon our credits. 
But where is the degradation of enforcing a duty 
to our country and to ourſelves, that we ſhould 


be aſked, if we can ſubmit to it? If we can 


ſubmit, indeed, to be thus cajoled and infulted, 


I know not what we may nat come to ſub mit to. 


* There is more 7ricking.—lt is not a fortnight 
fince a noble Lord affigned in his plats, as an argu- 
ment againſt an, ,auguſt aſſembly's entertaining the In 
come: bill, the general notoriety of the au nua value 
of ther Lordfhips eftates : as if —but, I have no privi- 
lege -A if theſe noble proprictors—But, I might fall 


into danger of libel, if I were to repeat the argument 
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from the public. Firſt of all, from whom is 


having acquitted our on tenth, we ſhould take 
meaſures to prevent others from eluding theirs; 
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mon others to the performance of their: 1know 
not to what derogation we ſhall ſulmit, if we 
compel the fraudulent and the diſaffected to 
© ſubmit to the Jaws of our common country, to 
fubmit to their ſhare of the public burthens, 
© ho are che primary; and the proximate cauſes 
of them, and to partake with us ſome of the 
expenſe and inconvenience of a War, impoſed 


upon us by the wicked ambition of their foreign 
allies, and the more wicked colluſion, artifice, 


and conſpiracy of their emiſſaries at home. 
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Perhaps, to France---perhaps,. to a directory of 
wicked felons. But, I fee not to what we ſhall 


Yubmit, that we could wiſh to avoid or conceal. 
I cannot perceive what unpleaſant: ſenſation. need 
accompany. us to our table or our pillow, if, after 


if, having done our ewn' duty, we ſhould ſum- 


If there is no extortion, nor no degrading 
ib Non in theſe duties, theſe honourable pro- 
moters of all d iſcontent have ſtill another loop- 
© Hole for evuſion- Will you ſubmit,” they ſay, 170 


erturt revenue for MINISTERS?” This term has 
© i magic power, and contains a diſpenſation for 
_ alltheir own partzansand confederates---If they 


cannot dupe the candid by their two verbs, there 


zs a noun ſubſtantive for their own.clients---If 


i 
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you ſhould-not find, ſay they, our arguments 


very preciſe, or our logie concluſive, remember 


till we employ our talents in a good cauſe: le 
is againſt" the miniſtert, and that is ſufficient 7 
do not do fight, ſince it is for them. This 


argument in their ſchool" might” be called the 


argument ab homine-<-If you think a" meaſure” 


right, or wiſe, or neceſſary. remember who 1s 
to have the advantage or the credit of it; and 


if it is the Mfuiſter, you muſt, for that very 


reaſon, 'condemn, and oppoſe, and evade it He 


is our enemy, and the better, the wiſer,” or the 


more proſperous he is, by ſo much tlie more 


our enemy. The more efficacious, therefore, 
any meaſure is that comes from him, the more 


reaſon we have to oppoſe it: And all its advo- 


cates plead only WO. it, " unleſs pt can erer 8 


thut it is nor 11 E YO 


We muſt not Gitte 5 PE wy f has 2 
great moraliſts, ſubmit extert for the miner, 0g 


But how2will their argument ſtand,” if we deng⸗ 


cven their third aſſumption and make them 
amenchithe hole of their Propoſttiom? How” 


will-they feel; after«being "compelled to read, 
for t Will you ſubmit to extort revenue,“ 

will you refuſe do enforcethelaws.” We male 
them ſtrike out their favourite noun, and for 


ene miniſters” to inſert . the publie 2 How: 
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cen the merit of invention in their wicked- 
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l 
e eee and 
what language will they make uſe of to diſſuade 
us from our duty, after they have aſked us, 
A it we will refuſe to perform it for our country? 
If it is not for the good of miniſters, but for 
the public good, whom of all mankind will 
it, without incurring guilt, and the reproaches 
of a guilty, mind; unleis it is thoſe mulcontents 
and rebels, who look upon the public good as 

their own calamity, and the proſperity of 
their, country n their * 
Aud pretenſions? 

To ſuch . 1 Sha Tar traced the. 
beginnings of this our great national vice and 
_ diſhonour. I truſt we ſhall no longer, in any 


general and public ſenſe, partake this diſgraceful = 


crime with a few conſpirators, as much beneath 
the virtues of former rebels, as they are in 
numbers or in talents Men that can only be 
compared in their principles, and in genius or 
abilities, to the Cades, and Straws, and Tylers, 
of the fourteenth century men who. have not 


neſs but have blindly borrowed, and impudentiy 
ſtolen, their diſcoveries from wnacquited felons, 
_  apd philoſephers whom: the: ignorance! and in- 


* 


„ 

ngo, 21/008, for traitors, and ne 
be hanged, and drawn, and quartered, upon 
gibbets, and hurdles, and ſcaffolds: . Juſt as 


if they were not the friends of humanity, 


and the benefactors of mankind the firſt 
burners of caſtles, the firſt, dividers of property, 
the firſt beheaders of prieſts and nobles, the firſt 
_ reformers of taxes and tythes, the firſt apoſtles, 
and the firſt martyrs, too of equality? ; 
It is not too much to expect of my country- 
men, that they will not be made the dupes of 
the moſt ignorant perverſe and wicked of man- 
kind; that they will not be perſuaded to fraud 
by rebels and conſpirators, whom they deſpiſe 
and deteſt: Land, in ſeriouſly calling upon every 
man, who diſclaims this abominable motive, 
to examine the queſtion deliberately in his own 
ſtudy or upon his pillow, I have no heſitation 
to anticipate the ready anſwer ot his conſcience; 
and to pronounce, that, excepling difſafſettion 
to the government and conſtitution of the 
realm, no rational cauſe can be aſſigned for 
evading the public contributions; L that theſe 
are debts as ſacred, if not more ſacred and 
prior to every other: that to elude or avoid 


. _ their payment, (beſides a guilt peculiarly ĩts own,) 
z ts equal in depravity to any other fraud ;---and 


( 36 ) +: 
Mat whoever-ſh:ll continue, after warning and 
rellection, in that baſe and immoral practice, 
muſt ſacrifice the enjoyment of a tranquil mind, 
and the advantage of public eſteem and repu- 


eee eee. $i * be wretched; 
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